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ILiPERIAL OATH aT THE SaNCTUARY OF THE 


IMPERIAL PALACE (1889) Ss 


Vic, the Successor to the prospcrous Throne of Our 
Prececdcssors, do humbly and solcnnly swear to the Inpcrial 
Founder of Our House and to Our othcr Impcrial ‘ncestors 
that, in pursuance of a grcat policy co-oxtonsive with the 
Heavens and with the Earth, We shail maintain and sccure 
from decline the anciont form of government. 


In consideration of the prozressive tendency of the 
course of hunen affairs and in parallel with the advance 
of civilization, We deom it expedient, in ordor to give 
clearness and distinctness to the instructions bequcathed 
by the Imperial Founder of Our House and by Our other 
Imperial Ancestors, to cstablish fundanental laws form- 
lated into express provisions of law, so that, on the one 
hand, Our Imperial posterity may possess an express guide 
for the course they are to follow, and that, on the other, 
Our subjects shall thereby be cnabled to enjoy a wider 
range of action in giving Us their support, and that the 
observance of Our laws shall continue to the remotest ages 
of tine. We will thereby to give greater firrmness to the 
stability of Our country and to promote the welfare of all 
the people within tho boundaries of Our dininions; and We 
now establish the Imperial Housc Law and the Constitution. 
These Laws corc to only an exposition of grand precepts 
for the conduct of the government, bequeathed by the 
Imperial Founder of Our House and by Our othor Imperial 
Ancestors. That we have been so fortunato in Our roign 
in keeping with the tondency of the times, as to accomplish 
this work. We owe to tho glorious Spirits of the Imperial 
Founder of Our House and of Our other Imperial Ancestors. 


We now reverently make Our prayer to Them and to Our 
Illustrious Father, and implore the help of Their Sacred 
Spirits, and make to Them solomn oath never at this tine 
nor in tho future of fail to be an cxample to Our subjects 
in the obsorvance of the Laws hereby established. 


May tho Heavenly Spirits witness this Our Solemn 
Oath. 


END 
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